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DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON. 


THE following discourse on “The Divine Plan” was delivered by Elder 
John Nicholson in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, September 9, 1894. | 

My brethren and sisters, and our friends who have joined with us this 
afternoon to engage in divine worship, I have been unexpectedly called 
to occupy the position of your speaker for a short time. I trust that you 
will patiently bear with me, and exercise for me your faith and extend to 
me your sympathy, that speaker and hearer may be in accord with each 
other, and that the time we spend here this afternoon may be profitably 
used. It is somewhat difficult, when an individual is called to fill so 
important a position as this, to speak to such a vast and intelligent 
congregation, to select a suitable subject. There are many themes, how- 
ever, that can be profitably dwelt upon when we come together as we 
have for the purpose for which we have convened on this occasion. 

As a great portion of this audience is aware, a few days ago was the 
anniversary of an event in which this community of Latter-day Saints 
took an unusual interest. On the 3rd of September of last year, our 
choir, which has rendered the beautiful music to which we have listened 
since we entered this building, arrived in the city of Chicago for the 
purpose of contesting for the premiums that were offered there for the 
best chorus singing that the world could produce, or the best, at least, 
that could be rendered by those who would be present on that occasion to 
engage in the contest of superiority in the divine art of music. Besides 
thus engaging, our choristers, led by their efficient leader, Brother Evan 
Stephens, gave a number of concerts on the way to very large and 
delighted audiences. There was one song that was rendered at these 
musical feasts that perhaps attracted more attention and created more 
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sympathy than even the splendid singing of the choruses—about the best 
in the world; that was the rendition, by Brother Robert C. Easton, of the 
most beautiful composition, so far as its poetry and the truth that it 
conveys are concerned, that has been produced by the poets of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, (and we have had and do have 
genius in that direction.) 1 refer to the hymn written by Sister Eliza R. 
Snow, beginning: 
O, my Father! Thou that dwellest 
In the high and glorious place ; 
When shall I regain Thy presence, 
And again behold Thy face? 

The hymn goes on to state that the singer, in a primeval condition of 
life, dwelt in the presence of God the Father, and was nurtured near His 
side; and an invocation is uttered expressing the desire that, after finish- 
ing all the work that had been given him to perform in other conditions 
of existence, he might return from whence he came. 

I do not believe that the ecstasy of the audiences that listened to the 
singing of this sublime production was created altogether by the masterly 
musical effects, but a large portion of it was due to the truth that it con- 
veyed and the sublime sentiment embodied in it. I am of the opinion 
that the expression of this grand thought found. a lodging place in the 
hearts of those who listened, and there was in their bosoms an echo to it, 
as if it were something that they had heard before, or a truth that they 
had been previously familiar with. The principle that is expressed in it 
is one with which the Latter-day Saints are all conversant—that is, the 
pre-existence of all the sons and daughters of God who come to dwell in 
this condition of mortality; that is to say, that before coming here and 
taking upon ourselves the conditions that pertain to mortality and being 
clothed with bodies that partake of the earth, we dwelt in the presence 
of Him who is the Father of the spirits of all flesh. There are objections 
raised to this principle, and I have heard many of them; but there has 
been none that has appealed so potentially to my reason as has the 
enunciation of the pre-morta) existence of man. 

Is not man a wonderful being? Is he not a marvel to himself? As 
stated in the language of the great English poet, Shakespeare, 

What a piece of work is man! How noble in reason! how infinite in 
faculties! in form and moving, how express and admirable! In action, 
how like an angel! In apprehension, how like a God. 

Why is he like a God? I have no other idea than that it is because he 
is the spiritual progeny of God. When the Redeemer of the world was 
Himself clothed with mortality, He taught His disciples to pray. He 
warned them not to pray as the scribes and pharisees, who thought they 
would be heard because of their much speaking; but “after this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven.” And when Christ, 
after He was risen, appeared to Mary in the garden, He said to her: 

Touch me not; for [ am not ve ascended to my Father: but go to my 


brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father; 
and to my God, and your God. 
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Christ is the Son of God, and He announced that we are His brethren, 
and that we are the children of the same parent as He—that we are the 
children of God. He existed before He came here. He was the “Lamb 
slain from before tlhe foundation of the world ;” and when the Jews sought 
to cavil with Him, and referred Him to Abraham, their father, He said, 
“Before Abraham was, Iam.” Yet He lived a long time, so far as genera- 
tion on the earth was concerned, after Abraham. But before Abraham 
was, He was, because He existed before Abraham. The Prophet Jeremiah 
was informed of his pre-existence. The voice of the Lord came to him 
and informed him that he was selected, before he was formed in the body, 
to be a prophet of the Most High God; and logically there can be no 
selection of anything before its existence. If Jeremiah existed previous 
to entering upon an earthly career, so did the whole of the human race. 
As I have already said, behold the wonderful nature of man, his achieve- 
ments, what he accomplishes by the mighty intellect he possesses. Where 
did he get this comprehension, and this intelligence? Because in in- 
numerable cases he no sooner matures than he exhibits the power of his 
mental strength. In all nature, wherever you observe it, there is a 
process of gradation in its development; there is nothing that leaps sud- 
denly into a state of perfection from a condition of comparative crudity. 
Then why should man be an exception? The idea that we possess is, that 
his present condition of perfection is due to the fact that before he came 
here he was a thinking, acting, intelligent and independent individuality 
in the presence of God the Father; that he had a pre-mortal experience 
and consequent development. 

It is almost universally claimed by religionists that men live after death ; 
or they hold*that the soul of man isimmortal. At least, all the Christians 
cling to this idea. Thus they take the position that after man has laid 
aside this mortal coil, and his remains are laid in the earth and crumble 
to decay, his spirit still lives and will continue to exist throughout the 
endless ages of eternity. So far as natural philosophy or reason is 
concerned, I see no stronger logic in that position than I can see in the 
enunciation that man lived before he came here, in the spirit life. And 
this truth accounts for, as nothing else, it appears to me can explain, the 
plan of the Gospel, at the head of which Christ stands. Why? Because 
the plan of redemption was to save mankind; that is to say, there was a 
pre-arranged design with our Father and God that the spirits that were 
begotten of Him should come here and take upon themselves physical 
conditions, that through the experience they gain here, coming in contact 
with good and evil and partaking of sorrow as well as joy, they might be 
prepared for “a greater and more exceeding weight of glory ;” or as the 
Lord has said through the Prophet Joseph Smith, that “spirit and element 
are inseparably connected, otherwise there is not a fulness of joy.” Hence 
our spirits have come here that they and the elements in the midst of 
which we live might be combined, and that we, through the combination, 
might have a fulness of joy; for man is, the Lord says, that he might 
have joy. 

By the transgression of one man, Paul says, came death into the world; 
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and the fiat of death is of universal application. It applies to all without 
distinction; none can escape it; and it is there, at least, where all men 
are equal, when they stand at the gates of death and pass through its dark 
shadow. The Gospel of Christ is also of universal application to the dead 
as well as the living. He came to save al/, without distinction that would 
be saved. As the Apostle says, that by the transgression of one man, all 
die, “so in Christ shall all be made alive.” That is to say, that although 
all have to undergo the fiat of Jehovah and suffer the penalty of death, 
by the atoning blood of Jesus Christ all shall be resurrected. There is no 
limit in regard to the extent of the application of this atonement. Christ 
atoned for what is called the original sin, and gave himself a ransom for 
that which was lost, and by that ransom all are redeemed from death—the 
death of the body, whether they died before or after His crucifixion; and 
thus cometh to pass the resurrection, when the body and the spirit, by 
the power that is in Christ, who holds the keys of the resurrection, shall 
be reunited and man become an immortal being, physical as well as 
spiritual, possessed of spirit clothed upon with an eternal resurrected 
body. This is the universal effect. 

Then there are special effects; that is to say, that which is the destiny 
of one may not be the destiny of another; for as the Apostle Paul, in 
speaking comparatively of the resurrection of the dead, says, there are 
different degrees of glory. “There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth 
from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.” Now, 
n order for God to be just—and He has said Himself, “Except I am just, 
I am no longer God”—these possibilities must be placed within the reach 
of all His children. In other words, the Gospel is to “every creature,” and 
the time is to come, according to the voice of revelation, “when every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ.” 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


PROPHECY. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 141.] 
Many prophecies, as prefaced, referred to different epochs, and it required 
the gift of prophecy to unfold their application and fulfilment. Daniel 
while interpreting the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, his captor-king, por- 
trayed with the gift of prophecy a large image lying with his head east- 
ward in Babylon, his body and lower limbs extending westward from the 
Orient, and his toes reaching even to the Occident. 

Babylon was succeeded by Persia, and Persia by Macedonia; this 
kingdom yielded to the Roman Empire; finally this iron power became 
weakened by numerous divisions into smaller kingdoms; but until a 
prophet of God arises, the prophecies in Dan. ii: 44, 45, will remain a 
future event to mankind; because in the language of the prophet Amos, 
iii: 7: “The Lord God wil] do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets.” Judging from the positive fulfilment of past 
prophecy, two things are to be accomplished in the last days, namely: 
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God will raise up prophets and He will establish His kingdom permanently 
on the earth by using these prophets as His instruments, but when this 
occurs the world will be in a peculiar condition. The Jews through 
rejecting Messiah, who came to fulfil their law and ancient prophecies, 
have been removed and scattered into the kingdoms of the earth, wherein 
they have been oppressed and despoiled ever since; have indeed become 
an astonishment, a proverb, and a by-word among all nations whither the 
Lord had driven them, as plainly foretold by their great lawgiver in 
Deuteronomy xxviii. In fact all the world like sheep will have gone 
astray, every one will have turned to his own way, and as Isaiah declared: 
“Darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people.” 
(Chapter Ix: 2.) Iniquity will so abound that the heavens will be as 
brass and the earth as iron: no revelation of God’s will and mind will be 
given; but in order that the world may have the means of escape provided, 
God will raise up a young man, Zech. ii: 4, to be a prophet, through whom 
to declare the word of the Lord and establish His priesthood and the 
Gospel on the earth. Then the inspiring song will be sung: “Sing O 
heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O 
mountains: for the Lord hath comforted his people, and wlll have mercy 
upon his afflicted.” Isaiah xlix: 13. 

Many hearts will gladly praise God for letting the effulgent rays of the 
Gospel reach their vision by shouting: “How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace,” etc. These will be used to establish the Zion of the latter 
days, and “the Redeemer shall come to Zion and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord.” He will then command His 
people: “Arise, shine; for thy light is come.” Isaiah lx. 

In obedience to this behest the Gospel will be preached and the Gentiles 
shall come to the light of the same; however, but few of the earth’s 
inhabitants will accept the message, for as Isaiah has foretold, or rather 
inquired: “Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed?” Isaiah liii: 1. Dense ignorance and blindness will be 
poured out upon the people, so that though they may hear they will 
understand not, and though they may see wonderful things they will 
perceive not. Their hearts will be made fat, their ears heavy, and their 
eyes be shut; lest they see, and hear, and Snceentnan and be converted 
and be healed. Isaiah vi: 9, 10. 

The Redeemer Hiunself will come to reign on the earth as King of kings 
and Lord of lords; Rev. xvii: 14: but before He comes to earth to bring 
about “The restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets,” Acts iii: 21, great calamities are to come upon 
the earth which the Almighty will pour out upon His idolatrous children. 
These will occur after the warning cry of God’s messengers has been 
uttered and rejected. By reading the prophecies of Joel, ii: 27—31, we 
discover many spiritual manifestations will be given to be followed by 
“wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come.” 
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The Savior personally declared that after the Gospel had been properly 
preached as a witness of his atonement and future works, Matt. xxiv: 14, 
15, that men should behold a desolating scourge pass over the earth, which 
would cause greater tribulation than had ever been known in the world’s 
history. Comparing this chapter with Luke xxi, we learn that “There 
shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring ; 
men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shal] be shaken.” 
Numberless exhibitions of the Lord’s wrath spoken of; by many of the 
prophets will bring untold anguish upon the children’of men; and when 
the vision becomes unfolded to our view, we sicken with sorrow, and 
become mourful at heart to think that God’s children are thus to suffer. 
Sympathy for them causes pain to arise within our own_bosonis, and we 
fain would extend some healing balm to remove their affliction; but God 
has decreed and man must submit. 

But glad tidings are to be published that wayward man may escape 
these punishments if he will repent; and this message is to be restored by 
a heavenly messenger, Rev xiv: 6, 7, who will appear to the young prophet 
before named with a commission from on high, having the keys to unlock 
heavenly chambers of wisdom and knowledge, to break the covering of 
brass between heaven and earth; and further still,§ to>!remove’ (the 
coat of iron from the earth and cause that planet to open its hidden vaults 
stored with the wisdom of by-gone ages, and then will the prophecy of the 
Psalmist mature: “ Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth ;;and 
righteousness shall look down from heaven.” Ps. lxxxv: 10,11. Oh, the 
joyful message we now hear. These latter prophecies have reached their 
stages of fulfilnient. The heavens have dropped_down_and poured:forth 
righteousness from the skies, Isaiah xlv: 8; the earth has opened_jand 
revealed its message of salvation to mankind. The angel has not only 
soared through aerial heights as John foretold, but has descended to earth, . 
restored the holy Priesthood and everlasting gospel, started the “little 
stone” to roll, by directing the organization and establishment of God’s 
work on the earth, and men are being called upon everywhere to repent, 
obey the Gospel, and thus avert the Lord’s wrath which will be meted out 
to the wicked and ungodly. 

Such a testimony may seem extremely absurd; but cast a reviewing 
glance over the prophecies already fulfilled, and it is found that their 
application and fulfilment have been realized through the testimonies of 
God’s servants, whose predictions have nearly always been received with 
unbelief and ridicule, though now we look upon them as items of history, 
they having been true. The Latter-day Saints should not be thought 
egotistical in declaring prophecies to be fulfilled; because that was just 
the manner in which Messiah was treated when applying Isaiah lxi: 1—3, 
to Himself and His mission, and all know that He was put to the death of 
an accursed person. We should follow the admonition of Paul: “Despise 
not prophesyings. Prove all things; Hold fast that which is good.” It 
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would be a spendid policy also to adhere to the learned Gamailiel’s reason- 
ing with the ancient Jews; Take heed as to how ye treat the testimonies 
given, that God has brought many ancient prophecies to pass, “lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against God,” for if they be of God, they are true 
and His work is again established. W. H. Srreeper. JR. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Ontario peat has been introduced as a rival of coal. This is the direct result of the 
invention of a machine for manufacturing the material within a few minutes by the 
application of pressure which reduces the peat to a density practically the same as 
anthracite coal. The great advantages claimed for the peat are that it makes a bright 
fire, leaves but little ash, makes no dust, smoke, soot, nor clinkers, and is less expensive 
and lasts longer than coal. 


Large guns are now made of paper pulp. The process is described as follows by a 
writer on the subject :--A special grade of paper pulp, in which the fiber is long, is selected 
and well agitated. The usual hardening and toughening ingredients, consisting of lith- 
arge, wax, tallow, white lead and blue, are introduced. The pulp is then run into moulds 
and cast of proper shape. The steel core is put in; wire is bound around the exterior; 
brass or steel bands are securely set about the whole, and parallel rods are applied. 
The rods, being of steel, possess a degree of spring, aad as they are fastened to the bands 
the result is a gun which will give way slightly at each discharge, yet cannot burst. The 
pulp, although exceedingly durable, will give way enough to prevent a break. The 
chief points of the pulp gun are elasticity and lightness. It is said that the paper pulp 
guns which, if made of metal, would require a derrick to move are readily transported 
on light wagons. 

Among the numerous vegetable products of Brazil, the Moquilea utilis, or pottery tree, 
is not the least noteworthy. This tree attains a height of 100 feet, and has a very slender 
trunk, which seldom much exceeds one foot in diameter at the base. The wood is exceed- 
ingly hard, and contains a very large amount of silica, but not so much as does the bark, 
which is largely employed as a source of silica for the manufacture of pottery. In pre- 
paring the bark for the potter’s use, it is first burned, and the residue is then pulverised 
and mixed with clay in the proper proportion. With an equal quantity of the two in- 
gredients, a superior quality of earthenware is produced. This is very durable, and is 
capable of withstanding any amount of heat. The natives employ it for all kinds of 
culinary purposes. When fresh the bark cuts like soft sandstone, and the presence of the 
silex may be readily ascertained by yrinding a piece of the bark between the teeth. When 
dry, it is generally brittle, though sometimes difficult to break. After being burned it 
cannot, if of good quallity, be broken up between the fingers, a mortar and pestle being 
required to crush it. 

Extreme cold exerts a benumbing influence on the mental faculties. Perhaps the 
largest scale upon which this action has ever been studied was during the retreat of the 
French from Moscow. A German physician who accompanied a detachment of his 
countrymen says that the earliest symptom referable to the cold was a loss of memory. 
With the first appearance of a temperature of about 5 degrees above zero Fahrenheit, 
many of the soldiers were found to have forgotten the names of the most ordinary things 
about them, as well as those articles of food for the want of which they were perishing. 
Many forgot the names of their comrades and even their own names. The cold was 
probably not alone responsible for these effects, for a zero temperature is rather stimu- 
lating than paralyzing in its action upon the well-fed and healthy. These men were 
half starved, poorly-clad, and worn out with long marching, many being weakened by 
disease. It needed, therefore, no very unusual degree of cold to produce the mental 
effects observed under other circumstances only as a consequence of exposure to an 


extremely low temperature. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1895. 


THE DESTINY OF THE GOSPEL. 


WHEN Jesus was predicting the several events that should precede His 
second coming, among other things He said: “And this Gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations, 
and then shall the end come.” Matt. xxiv: 14. He stated also that the 
condition of the world should become similar to what it was just before 
the flood ; there would be an indifference towards the things of God which 
would cause a majority of the people to reject the Gospel when offered to 
them. 

It looks like a bold assertion for the Elders now laboring in different 
missionary fields to say that the Gospel which they are teaching will, 
before many years, be preached in all the world. At present the mission- 
aries of the Latter-day Saints are refused a hearing in many places, and 
there are numerous people whom it is impossible, under existing circum- 
stances, for them to reach with their testimonies. How then can it be 
possible for the Gospel and its advocates to accomplish all that is claimed 
for them? 

If the work were of men, or depended entirely on the exertions of men, 
there would be much reason for doubt to arise concerning its success; but 
neither of these suppositions is correct. The work is from God whose 
word can not fail. The Gospel taught by the Latter-day Saints is the 
marvellous work and wonder of which Isaiah speaks. The wisdom of 
many wise men has perished in attempting to devise schemes to oppose 
the Church, but its history is a record of successes through an experience 
unparalleled by any other organization of which we have an account. It 
was remarked by the Prophet Joseph Smith that the Church was destined 
to grow, fast, if it were not opposed, but much faster, if the powers of 
darkness should array themselves against it and seek its overthrow. All 
reformatory movements in the past have received opposition, but that 
which was true in them has survived the attacks of opponents, regardless 
of how savage and powerful they may have been. As the Gospel embraces 
all truth, it is but consistent to say that puny man can not hinder its 
progress. 

A glance at the condition of humanity would almost discourage one 
aiming at the elevation of the degraded portion, because there is so much 
of the bad to be met with. Thinking men of the age can plainly see that 
they do not possess sufficient wisdom to bring about that better condition 
which is so desirable to all. Though they may not at present acknowledge 
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it, the time will come when they will see that divine wisdom alone can 
provide a way for accomplishing this. It is only by light from above that 
any permanent benefit can be attained. It is a conceded fact that the 
greatest questions which have confronted the nations for at least a gener- 
ation are no more nearly settled now than they were twenty, thirty, or fifty 
years ago; they are becoming more serious as times go on. 

Various systems have been tried both of a religious and of a non- 
religious nature, but none of these has been successful. In Christian 
countries various crimes are as frequent to-day as they were in the last 
century. True there are many organizations that are doing very much 
good by teaching honesty, sobriety, and morality, but in the nations the 
catalogue of crime as chronicled in the daily records is just as extensive 
as it ever has been. 

France at one time thought that her troubles had been caused by an 
adherence to religion, and the mighty upheaval that took place during the 
French Revolution overturned all theological systems and left a nation of 
atheists. But that this was even worse than the previous state is clearly 
shown by the history of subsequent events. 

Other nations have gone through experiences more or less varied, but 
not one of them has solved the difficult problem of making all its citizens. 
happy and contented. There are forces at work to-day which are threat- 
ening with destruction some of these nations. Legislators and statesmen 
are vainly seeking for a way of escape, but they look to a wrong source 
and all their efforts based on worldly wisdom will finally come to naught. 

The conversion of all men to the Gospel of Christ—the true Gospel— 
would in a very short time effect such a reformation in the world as has 
never been heard of. The Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto 
salvation—physical, financial, intellectual, moral, and spiritual salvation. 
There is no question too great nor too small for its comprehensive grasp; 
there is no problem too intricate for its powers of solving. Until men 
learn this it is useless for them to hope for a settlement of the numerous 
difficulties confronting the world. 

It is the destiny of the Gospel to search out those who are willing to 
abide by the teachings of Jesus, and to make of them a people that will 
demonstrate to the world the benefits of living according to principles of 
righteousness as taught by the servants of God. The world is in a totter- 
ing state and unless strengthened by a thorough reformation there will 
be a crash which will shake society from centre to circumference. God 
will not withhold His indignation forever from men who persist in 
defiantly breaking His laws and commandments. The Gospel is destined, 
when that crash comes, to build up a superstructure founded on principles 
of truth and righteousness, which will never fall, because God is the 
architect, and His works are eternal. Those who with honest hearts obey 
the teachings of the Gospel will learn wisdom from heaven, and will go 
forth to instruct the world. Ways will be opened for preaching in places 
which are now closed. The message from God in our own day will be 
carried to those who at present know not Him and His laws. How long 
it will take to accomplish all this can not be definitely told, but the promise 
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is given that the work shall be cut short in righteousness. The Almighty 
does not require many years to perform what man, unassisted, could not 
do in an eternity. B. 


DEATH OF ELDER JOHN A. CLARK. 


On the fourth instant, President Naegle sent the following telegram from 
Stutgard, Germany. “Elder John A. Clark died February 8 at Haifa, of 
small-pox.” In a letter of same date Brother Naegle writes: “The letter 
bearing the sad news of Elder Clark’s death was sent by a Sister Kegel, 
and is dated Haifa, Palestine, February 12. She states: ‘Last Friday 
night at one o'clock, Brother John A. Clark died here of small-pox, and 
was buried the next day, he was sick nine days. It was with deep sorrow 
we parted with him. He was living with a family named Hilt, but spent 
much time in his labors among the Arabs in this city, and it was among 
them that he was exposed to the dreaded disease, which carried him off.’ 
Not knowing the address of his parents nor of President Robinson, who 
is in the northern part of Syria, she sent the letter here. It is indeed sad. 
I received a letter from him a short time ago in which he stated that he 
was now able to converse in the Arabic language, and that he felt quite 
encouraged.” 

John A. Clark was 23 years of age. He arrived at Liverpool, February 
17, 1894, on his way to Palestine, having been called to labor in the Turkish 
Mission. Before leaving home Elder Clark had commenced his studies in 
German at the Brigham Young Academy: When the first model Sunday 
School was organized in that institution he was called to teach a class, 
thus showing the great confidence the instructors had in him. The pupils 
in his class were heard to speak in his praise for the manner in which 
he interested them in their lessons, and for the instructions he gave them. 

While in England he attended conference at London. There we had 
the pleasure of becoming further acquainted with him. His engaging 
manners and the pleasant spirit he was in possession of endeared him to 
the Elders there, and they tried to make his stay with them as pleasant as 
possible. At Leipzig he joined Elder E. W. Robinson who had also been 
called to labor in the Turkish Mission, and traveled in his company to 
Beyrout, Syria, where the President of that Mission, Don C. W. Musser, was 
at thattime. During the summer he labored together with Brother Robin- 
son among the German speaking population of Beyrout, at the same time 
studying the Arabic language. In August they went to Haifa. Brother 
Robinson being President of the Mission, his presence was needed at 
Aleppo where there are several members of the Church, and he, therefore, 
left Brother Clark alone at Haifa. Ina letter written by Brother Clark 
November 10, 1894, he says: “Though I am alone (without a companion) 
I am having an enjoyable time. I have learned the German language well 
enough to explain the principles of the Gospel to the German colony here. 
I have carried a tract to nearly every family and, where allowed, have 
explained to the people the Gospel which I have been sent here to preach. 
On each tract I wrote the time and place of our meetings. Some have 
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read their tracts and made the request for books to read, which I have 
complied with as nearly as possible. I have written to Bern for some 
more books and tracts. Getting out among the people appears to be the 
only way of reaching them, although I believe they would attend our 
meetings if held in a public place. I intend to try them by this method 
when I think that the best time has come. In the meantime I shall learn 
the language better, labor in a quiet way, and also continue my studies in 
Arabic.” He was hopeful of success,and the whole letter breathed the 
spirit of an earnest worker in the Lord’s vineyard. There were a few 
members of the Church at Haifa, and he writes of the joy he had in meet- 
ing with them. | 

We receive the mournful intelligence of his death with much sorrow, 
and we feel the deepest sympathy with the bereaved parents and relatives 
in his mountain home, whose joy and pride he was. We earnestly pray God 
to comfort their sorrowing hearts and soothe the intensity of their pain. 
The Lord has called him to a higher sphere of action wherefhe will*continue 
his labors so in the cause of salvation so well begun here. His life in mor- 
tality was a short, but a beautiful one. He died while engaged in the noble 
work of combating error and bringing tidings of great joy tomen. He 
died having his “loins girt about with truth” and with “the sword of the 
Spirit” in hand. As far as his few years had given him the opportunity 
to do so, he could say with Paul that he had fought the good fight, and had 
kept the faith; and we firmly believe that for him is laid up the glorious 
crown of righteousness. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—The following named Elders have been 
honorably released, to return home, March 21, 1895:— 

Elder W. 8S. Barnes from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Birmingham 
Conference ; 

Elder Timothy Terry from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Birming- 
ham Conference; 

Elder John W. Chambers from presiding over the Newcastle Conference; 

Elder Samuel Wayment from his labors as Traveling Elder in the London 
Conference ; 

Elder Samuel P. Draney from presiding over the Scottish Conference; 

Elder Israel C. Brown from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Leeds 
Conference ; 

Elder John Parkin from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Nottingham 
Conference; and 

Elder Henry Lewis from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Welsh 
Conference. 

Elder John W. Ford has been appointed to preside over the Newcastle 
Conference. 

Elder John L. Fackrell has been appointed to preside over the Scottish 
Conference. 

Elder George Rigby has been released from laboring as Traveling Elder 

in the Newcastle Conference and has been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference. 
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Arrivats.—The following named Elders for the Scandinavian Mission 
arrived in Liverpool per American Line steamer Southwark, on March 3, 
1895: Lorenzo O. Skanchy, of Logan; Carl Johan Renstrém, Hyrum D. 
Jensen and Peter Anderson, of Ogden; C. P. Hanson, of Ephraim; Theo. 
Tobiason, of Salt Lake City; Abel Erickson, of Albion, Idaho. They 
continued their journey toward the continent March 4, all well. 


HIEROGLYPHICS IN ARIZONA. 


Arizona is a field for the archeologist to work in which has been 
examined but little. On every side there are a great number of mounds 
and ruins of large buildings, many of which cover acres in extent, and 
which have never had a shovelful of earth turned over in them. The 
hardy prospector, as he climbs the steep rocks bordering the canyons, in 
his search for gold or silver ledges, sees, far up the sides of inaccessible 
bluffs, the openings in which are built the ancient cliff dwellers’ houses, 
and which have never been examined by white men. Noone can tell what 
discoveries might be made could access be had to them. 

Hieroglyphics marked upon rocks or other lasting substances have been 
used by nearly all ancient races to perpetuate the history of certain events 
among them. Especially true is this of the ancient people who lived in 
Arizona. The remarkable picture rocks and boulders, with strange 
symbols upon them, left by the pre-historic races of Arizona, have been the 
cause of much discussion among those who have seen them as to who 
these ancient hieroglyphic-makers were. These rock-records may be 
divided into three different kinds, which, it is thought, were made by two 
different races. The first, or very ancient race, left records on rocks, in 
some instances of symbols only, and in other instances of pictures and 
symbols combined. The later race, which came after the first race had 
vanished, made only crude representations of animals, birds or reptiles, 
not using symbols or combinations of lines. 

The age of the most ancient pictographs and heiroglyphics can only be 
conjectured, but all give certain indications that they are many centuries 
old, and the difference between the ancient and the later race leads the 
observer to believe that the older hieroglyphics were made by a people far 
superior to those who came after them, and who left no record in symbols, 
as we have said with the exception of crude representations of animals 
and reptiles. 

In many instances it is quite evident that the same rock’or cliff has been 
used by the two different races to put their markings upon, the later or 
inferior race often making their pictographs over or across the hiero- 
glyphic writings of the first race. Of the superiority of the first people 
who left their writings on the rocks or boulders found in the ancient 
mounds, ruins, and graves there can be no doubt, for their writings show 
order and a well defined design in symbols which were evidently intended 
to convey their history to others, and it is quite probable that those who 
made the great mounds, houses, and canals were the authors of those 
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writings. It may be truthfully asserted that the cliff dwellers of the 
rock houses in the deep canyons of the mountains were of the same race 
as the mound builders of the valleys, for exactly the same class of 
hieroglyphics found on boulders from the ancient ruins of the valleys are 
found on the rocks near the houses of the cliff dwellers. 

If this superior race was so distinctive from all other ancient races of 
Arizona in their work—being so far advanced as to solve what would be 
called, even at the present day, difficult engineering problems; to dig 
great canals many wiles in length, the remains of which can be seen at 
the present time, and to bring them to such perfection for irrigating 
purposes ; to build such great houses and to livein cities—may it not have 
been, as many who have studied this subject now contend, that this 
superior race were white people instead of a copper-colored race, as has 
generally been supposed ? 

The hieroglyphics of the more ancient race are often found on sheltered 
rocks on the slopes of the mountains leading up from the valleys. 
Generally protected from the elements by overhanging cliffs, the dry 
climate has kept the writings from wearing away, and being in most 
instances picked into rocks which have a black, glistening surface, but of 
a lighter color underneath, the contrast is very noticeable, and when in 
prominent places these hieroglyphics can be seen several hundred feet 
away. 

As no metal tools have ever been found in the mounds, ruins, or cliff 
dwellings, the hieroglyphics were probably picked into the rock with a 
sharp-pointed stone much harder than the rock upon which the work was 
done. It is a singular fact that, although iron, copper, gold and silver 
abound in the mountains throughout Arizona, no tools, utensils or orna- 
ments of these metals are found in the mounds of ruins. Yet furnace-like 
structures of ancient origin have been found which appear to have been 
used for reducing ores, and in and around which can be found great 
quantities of an unknown kind of slag. 

In many instances the hieroglyphic boulders have been found in great 
heaps of several hundred in number, as if many different persons had 
contributed a piece of this strange writing to the collection. These 
etched boulders have been found buried in the ground with ollas con- 
taining the charred bones of human beings, and could the writings on 
the boulders be deciphered we would undoubtedly learn of the virtues of 
the pre-historic deceased, just as we do of a person who dies in the preseut 
day when we read the epitaph on a tombstone of the one who is buried 
beneath it. 

In opening some of the mounds the investigator finds they are made of 
the fallen walls of great adobe buildings, and as he digs deeper he finds 
rooms of various dimensions, which in many instances have cemented 
walls and floors. In one instance there were found the impressions of a 
baby’s feet and hands, made, presumably, as the child had crawled over the 
newly laid soft cement. In another mound the cemented walls of a room 
were found covered with hieroglyphics and rude drawings, which were 
thought to represent stellar constellations. | 
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To a certain extent some of the pictured rocks left by the superior race 
tell us of part of the daily life of this ancient people, for in a number of 

instances the pictures picked into the rocks, although rudely formed, are 
self-explanatory, and the ancient artist tells plainly by his work what is 
meant. On the edge of a little valley in the Superstition Mountains 
there was found a great rock on which had been etched many small 
animals, apparently representing sheep, and at one side was the figure 
of a man, as if watching them. It may be the ancient herder himself, 
sitting in the shadow of the great rock while his sheep were grazing in 
the valley below, had passed away the time in making this rock picture. 
The hardy wild sheep still found in the mountains of Arizona may be the 
remnants of great bands formerly domesticated by this people. 

The skeleton of the pre-historic man dug from beneath the stalagmites 
in the cave of Mentone, France, and which set all the scientific men of 
the world talking and thinking, gives proof of no greater age than many 
of the skeletons, bones or relics of some of these ancient mound and canal 
builders. 

The incident illustrating the great antiquity of pre-historic man in 
Arizona is the following: In digging a well on the desert north of 
Pheenix, at the depth of 115 feet from the surface a stone mortar, such as 
the ancients used, was found standing upright, and in it was a stone 
pestle, showing the mortar had not been carried there by any underground 
current of water, and that it had not been disturbed from the position in 
which its ancient owner had left it with the pestle in it. There is only 
one way to account for the position of this mortar and pestle. They had 
originally been left on what at that time was the surface of the ground, 
and the slow wash from the mountains had gradually, during unknown 
ages, raised the surface for miles on every side to the depth of 115 feet. 

The question is often asked: Will this hieroglyphic writing ever be 
deciphered? As has been asserted, the authors of the most ancient hiero- 
glyphic writings or markings seem to have had well-defined forms or 
marks which were in common use for this class of writing. Is it not 
most reasonable to suppose that a race of people so far advanced in other 
ways would have perfected a method of transmitting by marks of some 
kind their records to those who might come after then? Again where so 
much system is shown in the use of symbols it may be presumed that the 
same mark, wherever used in the same position, carries with it a fixed 
meaning, alike at all times. 

Having such a settled system of marks there must be a key to the 
thoughts concealed in the writing, and quite likely the key for deciphering 
these hieroglyphic writings will some time be found on one of the yet 
undiscovered hieroglyphic rocks in the high mountains or in one of the 
mounds not yet examined. On the other hand, there can be no key 
to the inferior class of pictographs made by the people who came after the 
mound, canal and city builders had disappeared, for the crudely marked 
forms of reptiles, animals or similar things had a meaning, if any, varying 
with each individual maker. 

Who were those people that formed a great nation here in the obscurity 
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of the remote past? Were they the ancient Phenicians, who were not 
only a maritime but a colonizing nation, and who, in their well-manned 
ships, might have found their way to the southern coast of America ages 
since, and from then journeyed north? Or were they some of the followers 
of Volan or Zamna who had wandered north and founded a colony of the 
Aztecs? Whoever these people were and whichever way they came from, 
the evidences of the great works they left behind them gave ample proof 
that they were superior and different from other races around them, and 
these particular people may have been the bearded white men which the 
Indians had traditions of when Coronado’s followers first came through 
the Gila and Salt River valleys in 1526.—CoRRESPONDENCE FROM ToMB- 
STONE, ARIZONA, TO St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Flowing wells are becoming numerous in and near Parowan, 
Plowing has been commenced by some of the St. George people. 
Coal mines are being opened in the neighborhood of Cedar City. 
The late snow was appreciated in Kane County, on account of ending the drouth. 


Fire destroyed property in Salt Lake City, estimated worth $50,000, on the night of 
February 13. 


Monday March 4 was the day set for the meeting of the delegates of the constitutional 
convention at Salt Lake City. 

The people in the southern part of Utah County are agitating the question of building 
a sugar factory in that section. 

The entire cost of the fine City and County Building at Salt Lake City, together with 
the fixtures and grounds, was $900,533.70. 

The question of raising sugar beets in preference to wheat is being actively discussed 
by many farmers through the columns of the Deseret News. 


The Rio Virgin mills shipped 2750 pounds of cotton batting to Salt Lake City during 
the fore part of February. ‘The batting is said to be first class. 

Captain Willard Young has added to the library of the Latter-day Sainta’ College 
sixty-six volumes of valuable books, many of which are very rare as they are out of 
print. 

A Utah resident now holds the championship skating record of the world. Peter 
Ostlund who Jast year emigrated from Norway to Utah beat the American champion on 
February 17, at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Probate Judges have been appointed by President Cleveland as follows: J. C. McNally, 
Salt Lake County; John T. Lazenby, Wayne County; Henry Shields, Summit County; 
F, W. Chappell, Juab County; Isaac K. Wright, Sevier County. 

An enjoyable old-time reunion was held at Nephi, on February 9, when the early 
settlers of Juab County met together and talked over their former experiences and bhard- 
ships, contrasting them with the many advantages of the present time. 

Jacub Weiler Horne, a promising son of. Bishop Joseph S. Horne of Richfield, died on 
Febuary 15. He had been living with his grand-parents in Salt Lake City for several 
years and had an excellent character. He was in his seventeenth year. 


A great many threatened law suits between parties owning land near Utah Lake and 
the different canal companies in Salt Lake County have been averted by a compromise of 
the difficulty, the parties proposing to submit their differences to arbitration. 


